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On this day, Greater Des Moines Public Art
Foundation proudly dedicates Miffy Fountain
by internationally acclaimed artist Tom Sachs.
This project celebrates creative energy that
offers ways to see the world anew for all
ages. Together with our growing community,

we serve as stewards of this remarkable

public art project. We share a commitment to
strengthen civic vitality, and engage, inspire
and enrich the lives of a diverse range of

residents and visitors.

on the cover

Tom Sachs (American, born 1966)

MIFFY FOUNTAIN, 2008

Cast bronze, painted / Edition 2 of 5

Gift in Memory of Melva Bucksbaum from her daughter

Mary Bucksbaum Scanlan, and sons Gene Bucksbaum and Glenn Bucksbaum;
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation Collection, 2018.2

4 - 4:30 PM

4:320 -5:15 PM

5:20 PM

PUBLIC DEDICATION AND CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, 27 AUGUST 2019

PROGRAM

DIGITAL MUSIC
Dartanyan Brown | Iowa musician and sound designer
Towa Rock ’'n Roll, Jazz, and Blues Halls of Fame

REMARKS & PERFORMANCES

M. Jessica Rowe | Director
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation

The Honorable Frank Cownie | Mayor
City of Des Moines

Tim Hickman | President, Board of Directors
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation

Kimberly Chauncey Shadur | Board of Directors
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation

Craig A. Shadur, MD | art patron

Tom Sachs | artist

LaNetta Burgs | spoken word poet, Movement 515

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

LizZ Sharp | lead vocalist and songwriter
Dartanyan Brown | vocalist and guitarist

Joe Burriola | vocalist and bassist

Scott Dawson | vocalist and percussionist

MUSIC CONTINUES
Formal program closes
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Spanish

Tom Sachs (American, born 1966)
MIFFY FOUNTAIN, 2008
Cast bronze, painted / Edition 2 of 5

French

Gift in Memory of Melva Bucksbaum from her daughter Mary
Bucksbaum Scanlan, and sons Gene Bucksbaum and Glenn Bucksbaum;
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation Collection, 2018.2
The transformation of Miffy from a beloved children’s story
character into an international mega-brand inspired the artist.
Rather than a machine-made, pristine surface, Miffy Fountainis
deliberately scarred and rugged. Marks and drips made from
hand-gluing pieces of foam core were preserved and then cast
into bronze and painted white. The effect, with all its flaws,
is startlingly human. From a mass-produced product, Sachs has
given us an avatar of human experience. The nature of Miffy’s
facade is echoed in the tears that stream from her eyes,
falling into the pool around her feet. When asked why Miffy is
crying, Sachs explained simply, “Because she is sad.” This work
of art embodies our frailty and strength. We are reminded that
empathy towards others makes us human.

Tom Sachs (Estadounidense, nacidé en 1966)

MIFFY FOUNTAIN, 2008

Fundacidon de bronce, pintado / Edicidén 2 de 5

Obsequio en memoria de Melva Bucksbaum de su hija, Mary
Bucksbaum Scanlan, y sus hijos Gene Bucksbaum y Glenn Japanese
Bucksbaum; Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation Collection,

2018.2

El artista se inspiro de la transformacidén de Miffy, querido
personaje de cuentos para ninos quien se convirtié en una gran
marca internacional. Contrariamente a su apariencia lisa y
fabricacion mecanica La fuente Miffy esta deliberadamente marcada
y rugosa. Las huellas hechas de las piezas de cartén pluma
pegadas manualmente se conservaron aun en la ultima étapa en
bronce fundida, pintada de blanco. El efecto, con todas sus
imperfecciones, es sorprendentemente humano. De un producto
fabricado en serie, Sachs nos ofrece un avatar de la experiencia
humana. La naturaleza de la fachada de Miffy se refleja en las
lagrimas que brotan de sus ojos cayendo en la piscina alrededor
de sus pies. Cuando se pregunta al artista por qué Miffy llora,
sencillamente responde “porque esta triste.” Es una obra que
encarna nuestra fuerza y fragilidad. Se nos recuerda que la

empatia hacia los demas nos hace humanos.

Tom Sachs (Américain, né en 1966)

MIFFY FOUNTAIN, 2008

Fonte de bronze, peint / Edition 2 of 5

Don en mémoire de Melva Bucksbaum de sa fille Mary Bucksbaum
Greater

Scanlan, et ses fils Gene Bucksbaum et Glenn Bucksbaum;

Des Moines Public Art Foundation Collection, 2018.2
L’artiste s’est inspiré de la transformation de Miffy, un
personnage d’une série de livres pour enfants, en une “méga-
marque” internationale. Plutét qu’une surface immaculée,
fabriquée mécaniquement, la surface de Miffy Fountain est
délibérément marquée et rugueuse. La fonte de bronze peinte
en blanc lors de la derniére étape de la création dévoile
le processus manuel de l’alliage cuivreux, et donne a voir
L’effet,

dévoilant toutes les aspérités de la matiere, est étonnamment

les morceaux de carton-mousse de la premiere étape.

humain. D’un produit en série, Sachs nous donne un avatar de
L’ expérience humaine. C’est d’autant plus manifeste que la
flaqgue d’eau entourant les pieds de Miffy provient des larmes
qui coulent de ses yeux. Lorsqu’on lui demande pourquoi Miffy
pleure, Sachs répond simplement « parce qu’elle est triste ».
C’est une oeuvre qui incarne a la fois notre force et notre
fragilité, rappelant le rdle central joué par l’empathie dans
les relations humaines.
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Tom Sachs (Mmarekani, aliyezaliwa 1966)

CHEMICHEMI YA MIFFY, 2008

Sanamu ya shaba, iliyonakishiwa / Toleo la 2 kutoka 5

Zawadi ya kumbukumbu ya Melva Bucksbaum kutoka kwa binti yake
Mary Bucksbaum Scanlan, na wanae wa kiume Gene Bucksbaum na
Glenn Bucksbaum; Makusanyo ya Mfuko wa Sanaa ya Jamii Eneo

la Greater Des Moines, 2018. 2

Mabadiliko ya Miffy kutoka kuwa kwenye hadithi za watoto
hadi kuwa jambo maarufu duniani ilimvutia sana msani. Badala
ya kutengenezwa na mashine na kuwa tambalale, mwonekano wa

chemichemi ya Miffy umetengenezwa kwa makusudi kutokuwa sawia.

Alama na matone zimetengenezwa kutokana na vipande vigumu
vya mawe na mapovu yaliyogandishwa na kuhifadhiwa. Baadaye
vilichomelewa nakunakishiwa kwa shaba halafu kupakwa rangi
nyeupe. Matokeo yake, na mapungufu yake huonyesha

ubinadamu. Kutoka kitu ambacho kimetengenezwa na kusambazwa
sana, Sachs ametupa kitu kinachoonyesha maisha ya binadamu.
Kitu muhimu kuhusu sanamu hii ni machozi ya Miffy yanayotoka
machoni mwake, na hudondoka kwenye kisima karibia na miguu
yake. Alivyoulizwa kwanini Miffy analia, Sachs alijibu kwa
urahisi “kwasababu ana huzuni.”
na nguvu tulizonazo. Inatukumbusha kwamba huruma kwa wenzetu
ndicho kinachotufanya binadamu.

Sanamu hii hutuonyesha udhaifu

Serbian
Latin

Serbian
Cyrillic

Tom Saks
Mifi Fontana, 2008
Livena, farbana bronza

Umetnik je inspirisan transformacijom Mifi iz lika omiljene
de¢ije price u medjunarodni megabrend. Umesto maSinski
obradjene, glatke povrs$ine, Mifi Fontana je namerno nac¢injena
grubom i neravnom. Tragovi koji su ostali od rucénog
lepljenja penastog materijala su sacuvani i izliveni u
bronzi, pa zatim ofarbani u belo. Rezultirajuc¢i efekat sa
svim svojim manama je zapanjujuce ljudski. Saks je tako
pretvorio proizvod masovne kulture u pravi avatar Lljudskog
dozivljaja. Priroda Mifijeve fasade odzvanja kroz potoc¢ic
suza koje uranjaju u bazenc¢i¢ oko njenih nogu. Zapitan zasto
Mifi plac¢e, Saks jednostavno odgovara: ,Zato 3to je tuzna.“
Ovaj umetnicki rad otelotvoruje kako nasu krhkost, tako i
snagu, a pri tom nas podsec¢a da ljudskost upravo izranja iz
saosec¢aja sa ljudima oko nas.

Tom Cakc
Mupu QoHTaHa, 2008
NlueHa, dpapbaHa OpoH3a

YMeTHWK je uHcnupucaH TpaHchopmaumjom Mudbu M3 nmka omumbpeHe
fedunje npuye y MehyHapoaHu merabpeHn. YMeECTO MawWHCKWM
obpaheHe, rnatke nospwuHe, Mudn QoHTaHa je HaMepHO HauyuweHa
rpyboM n HepaBHOM. TparoeBu KOju cy OCTanu Of PYYHOL Jenbewa
neHacTor MaTepujana cy cayyBaHW U WU3AUBEHM Yy OBpoH3M, na
3aTum odapbaHm y 6eno. Pesyntupajyhn ebekaT ca cBUM CBOJUM
MaHaMa je 3anawyjyhe myackm. Cakc je Tako NpeTBOPUO MPOM3BOJ,
MacOBHe Ky/NType y MNpaBu aBaTap MyAckor AoxuBmaja. [pupona
Mndnjese dacape onszBawa Kpo3 noTtoumh cysza kKoje ypawajy vy
6azeHynh OKO WeHMX Hory. 3anuTaH 3awTo Mmdum nnave, Cakc
jenHocTaBHO oaroBapa: ,3aTo WTO je TyxHa.“ 0Baj yMeTHMUKM
paj oTenoTBOpYyje Kako HalWy KPXKOCT, Tako W CHary, a npwu

TOM Hac noaceha fda MYACKOCT ynpaBo M3pawa M3 caocehaja ca
’pyAMMa OKO Hac.
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COVER AND ABOVE: COURTESY GREATER DES MOINES PUBLIC ART FOUNDATOIN

MISSION
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation places art in
public spaces through public and private collaborations.

VISION

Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation engages,
inspires, and enriches the lives of citizens and visitors
in our community. The Foundation is recognized for
increasing cultural awareness by establishing a world
class destination for public art.

More information about Miffy Fountain and other public
art projects at dsmpublicartfoundation.org

(mailing address only)
1915 Grand Avenue | Des Moines, Iowa 50309



